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establish _colonial navies when the
might of the British fleet guaranteed
Protection of the continent, and the
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_Largcly because of the foresight and
drive of Andrew Deakin, the dream
became reality, despite further doubts
and opposition raised in some quarters
in Australia after Federation. By the
outbreak of the Great War in 1914, the
Royal Australian Navy possessed the
most powerful fleet in the western
Pacific and guaranteed the security of
the Australian coastline and surround-
ing territories against possible attack
from Admiral Graf von Spees” German
Pacific squadron based on Tsingtao.

The RAN’s first war action when
HMAS Sydney engaged and sank the
German cruiser Emden in a thrilling
wtion off the Cocos Islands whilst
escorting the first convoy of Australian
troops to the Middle East in November
1914, established a quality for the infant
Navy of the highest calibre. .

This book covers all the major
sctions in which units ofthe RAN have
been involved cogcthcg _with_ the
qperb contributions  of individual
members of the service in such hazar-
dous roles as mine and bomb disposal
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